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Dionysian, and that Aristotle was on the DIonysian
side.1

The Apollinian view was the parent of European
intellectualism, of which the keynote has been Socrates1
identification of virtue with knowledge. It has generated
the allied, though superficially so different, systems of
absolute idealism and of Newtonian mechanism; and
modern psychology, from Descartes and Locke onward,
has reflected in the main the influence of these two systems,
with their fundamental postulates of the idea and the
atom (or mass-point) in motion.

The inadequacy of the Apollinian view, the misleading
nature of its ideal of perfect intelligibility, of complete
explanation of all events by deduction from first principles
or transparent postulates, has now been manifested in the
collapse of pure idealism and of the strictly mechanistic
physics ; and no less clearly in the culmination of centuries
of eifort to reconcile the Apollinian ideal with the facts
of nature in the doctrine of psychophysical parallelism;
a doctrine so unsatisfactory, so obviously a makeshift,
so unintelligible, so obstructive to all deeper understanding
of nature, that although it was, in one form or another,
very widely accepted at the close of the nineteenth century,
the century dominated by the Apollinian tradition, it
has now been almost universally abandoned, even by
those who have nothing to put in its place.

The Dionysian tradition has lived in the main outside
the academies. European thought, though it was
dominated by Aristotle until the end of the mediaeval
period, was more concerned with reason than with action,
and yielded more and more to Apollinian tradition ; and,
with the triumph of intellectualism at and after the
Renaissance, the Dionysian tradition was represented only
by the poets and came near tb exclusion from their pages

1 Nietzsche seems to have been the first to point clearly to these
contrasting and rival world-views. I have attempted elsewhere (23) to
show how these two currents have been represented in. psychology all
down the stream of European thought and how the distinction affords
the best clue to a useful classification of psychological theories, since it
distinguishes them in respect to their most fundamental features, their
inclination towards inteUectualism or towards voluntarism.